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Hello Immanuel!

February 2021 

Welcome 

This newsletter is to keep you 

informed about your church.  

Thanks for reading it! Feel free 

to give your feedback, so 

important to your church. The 

pdf version of this newsletter 

contains hyperlinks for much 

more information. Consider 

adding your email address to 

our directory to receive this 

newsletter fast. 

Contact Us 

Immanuel UMC  
102 Schoolhouse Ln 
Grasonville, MD 21638 
 
Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 518 
Grasonville, MD 21638 
 
Phone 
410-827-6361 
Email 
Iumc21628@gmail.com 
Website 
https://www.iumc21638.org 
 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference                           

The United Methodist Church  

Superintendent: Rev. Elmer Davis 

Bishop: Rev. Peggy Johnson 

 

 

 Preparing for Jesus 

I pray that this newsletter will find you 

well. Lent is here and is an opportunity 

for us to prepare, to reflect on the 

meaning of our lives and our walk in 

Christ. We began this season with the 

celebration of our Ash Wednesday 

service on February 17. It was an all 

virtual event, through Facebook Live. 

Several of us, each in our respective 

homes, were able to follow the liturgy and to mark our front 

heads with the sign of the ashes, a remembrance of where we 

came from and the sign of the cross reminded us of our 

redemption and our ultimate destiny, in eternity with our Lord. 

If you missed this service and are reading this newsletter in its 

electronic form, you can click here and watch the service, if you 

would like to do so. 

The arrival of lent also tells us that Spring is coming. You may 

want to check your calendar for Sunday March 14. That is the 

day when we adjust our clocks one hour forward; it is the 

beginning of daylight saving time. Day time will be longer and 

we will have the opportunity to enjoy days at its fullest. At 

church we are planning to return to celebrate some of our 

Sunday services in the parking lot, so that those of you who 

have not been able to attend the in-person service, can be 

present in the comfort of your cars in the parking lot. We look 

forward for the days with good temperatures, to begin this 

plan. I hope to see many of you then. 

Finally, Queen Anne’s County continues to vaccinate those of us 

in categories 1-A (healthcare workers, residents and staff of 

nursing homes, first responders, public safety, corrections) and 

1-B (assisted living, other congregate settings, adults 75 year 

and older, education and continuity of government). Regardless 

of your age, you may want to check out the attached 

information, from the county, to get in the vaccination 

schedule. 

Have a blessed month! See you at church! 

Pastor Angel 

https://www.iumc21638.org/
https://fb.watch/3QVhLVqMc3/
https://www.qac.org/FormCenter/Online-Forms-5/COVID19-Vaccine-Interest-Contact-Informa-60
https://www.qac.org/FormCenter/Online-Forms-5/COVID19-Vaccine-Interest-Contact-Informa-60
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Immanuel UMC 

Administrative Church Council   

Lay Leader: TBD  

Council Chair:  Jim Barnette  

Finance Chair:  Julie Darling  

Treasurers: 

 Church:  Linda & Jim Simmons   

Endowment:  Doug Ewing 

Building Fund:  Lisa Smith 

Trustees: 

  Co-chair:  Chris Harrison  

Co-chair:  Jessica Cornell 

Representative:  Jim Barnette  

SPRC: 

  Chair: Melanie Drake  

  Member:  Diane Ewing 

  Member:  Rachel Sherwood 

Pastor:  Angel Marrero  

Secretary:  TBD 

  

Designated Leaders  

Youth & Children’s Ministry and 
Safe Sanctuary: 

Chair: Jo Hill-Kittle 

Member:  Linda Simmons 

Technology Resources:                    
Mason Green, Elizabeth Darling 

Membership Secretary: 

Nancy Orzechowski  

Altar Guild: Mildred Barnette 

*Please advise if a name has been 
inadvertently missed or if errors. 
Thank you!  

Bible Study 

We gather every 
Wednesday at 6 pm. Join 
via Zoom Meeting Meeting 
ID: 979 1231 4295  

Passcode: 204103  
One tap mobile 
+13017158592    
   97912314295# US   

https://umcom.zoom.us/j/97912314295 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
 No passcode 
needed, when 

calling the 
number.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Covid-19 Contingency 
 
Safety is first. We are following Maryland’s Stage Two Covid-19 
guidelines. 
 
1. If you feel that you cannot attend, due to risk of Covid-19, we 
understand. The service will be transmitted via Facebook Live 
and/or other means to announce in our Facebook page. 
2. There will be a brief interview and temperature check of all 
persons entering the sanctuary. 
3. Please bring your face mask for use while in the premises.  
4. There will be hand sanitizer, for all to use, upon entering. 
5. Families will sit 6 ft. apart from each other. 
6.  We will be recording the attendance, to keep track of who 
was present in a service. Any communications will be sent, as 
needed. 
7. We may change these rules, per instructions by our state’s 
department of health. We will keep all informed via our One 
Call system.  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2992940974167297&extid=a2XjmLeQXPory1qL
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/97912314295
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Are you registered in One Call? 
If not, please consider adding 
your name to get prompt 
information every week about 
our services and special 
activities. Contact Melanie 
Drake or send us an email.    
 

Here with Pastor Angel 
Listen to the reflections by 
Pastor Angel in Facebook. New 
sessions to resume late 
January. Click to view past 
sessions:  

https://www.facebook.com/h
ashtag/herewpa 
 

Kidz of the Kingdom, 
Sundays, 5pm                                        
At the scheduled time, join 

the Zoom Meeting: 

https://umcom.zoom.us/j/554

2947643 

Meeting ID: 554 294 7643 

Passcode: 204103 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592, 

+19292056099  

 

Next at Immanuel :  

▪ Confirmation and New 
Member class, date to 
announce. 

▪ Holy Week begins Sunday 
March 28. Plan to Join 
Us! 

Daily Bread Devotional 

(https://odb.org)  

Upper Room Devotional 
(https://www.upperroom.org/d
evotionals) 

Did you miss the Worship Service?  
Watch the latest service here:  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sundayiumcgras 

  

Queen Anne’s Count COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout 
information 
  
Information on the distribution of the vaccine can be 
found at https://www.qac.org/ 
In addition, you can sign up to get notified when you can 
be vaccinated here: 
https://www.qac.org/FormCenter/Online-Forms-
5/COVID19-Vaccine-Interest-Contact-Informa-60. 
 
What do colors mean in our church? (1st in a series) 
 
When you are in church, you probably has noticed the 
colors of the parements used in the altar. Sometimes 
white, other times purple, blue, green, gold and red. What 
do the colors mean? 
 
We are in lent and the color of this season is purple. This 
color speaks about penitence, and penitence is about 
disciplines like fasting, prayer, more bible reading, 
abstention. This season invites us to get closer to God by 
means of these spiritual practices. The purple color also 
means royalty. We use purple again during the Advent 
season and it reminds us of the King that came and will 
come back again. Blue is the color of hope. It is another 
color that churches use during the Advent season. So next 
time you come to church, remember that the colors are 
telling a story. Will continue on this topic next month. 
 
Pastor Angel’s Office Hours 

 

Pastor Angel is at his office at church every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 to 2pm. Feel free to call 410-827-6361, if 
you wish to schedule a call with him.    
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/lay-leader
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/herewpa
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/herewpa
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/5542947643
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/5542947643
https://odb.org/
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sundayiumcgras
https://www.qac.org/
https://www.qac.org/FormCenter/Online-Forms-5/COVID19-Vaccine-Interest-Contact-Informa-60
https://www.qac.org/FormCenter/Online-Forms-5/COVID19-Vaccine-Interest-Contact-Informa-60
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Called To Serve 
(February, 7, 2021) 

Mark 1:29-31 RSV 

 

“And immediately he left the synagogue, and entered the 

house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now 

Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with a fever, and immediately 

they told him of her. 31 And he came and took her by the 

hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her; and she served 

them.” 

 

We continue in the book of Mark chapter 1, where we were last week. We come across a short 

story of something that happened in the house of Simon and Andrew. These two were brothers 

and they had a house. Peter was married and his wife lived there also. It was common that a 

married couple would occupy the second level of the house.  

 

The story of that day goes like this: It was a Sabbath and Jesus had been in the synagogue 

teaching. There was a man possessed by a demon who cried out to Jesus and he commanded the 

demon to leave that man and the man was freed. This was the text of last week’s sermon. When 

Jesus left the synagogue, he came went into the house of Simon and Andrew in the company of 

two brothers, James and John. There, Jesus is told (perhaps by Peter) that his mother-in-law is 

sick with a fever. 

 

There is a possibility that Simon’s mother-in-law would be living in the house. It was a custom 

that if there was a widow, and perhaps that was the case with Peter’s mother-in-law, she would 

also live in the same house as her daughter. She was sick with a fever. The fever was probably 

more serious than when we talk about fever today, although having a fever merits serious 

consideration. It is an indicator of something happening in our bodies, like an infection. These 

days having a fever may indicate a virus infection, so we are careful. But in the times of this 

story a common fever was malaria, and it would be lethal, so what was about to happen here was 

powerful.  

 

Two times we observe in the text that little adverb, “immediately.” Immediately Jesus left the 

temple and immediately he is told about the condition of Simon Peter’s mother-in-law. And 

Jesus went and took the woman by her hand and lifter her up. That was it! The fever vanished.  

 

Jesus’s method of healing varied, but sometimes he would take people by the hand and 

performed the miracle. In Mark 9.17 Jesus, after healing a boy from epilepsy, he “took him by 

the hand and lifted him up, and he arose” and was healed.  In Matthew 8.23, Jesus is brought a 

blind man and he “he took the blind man by the hand and led him” out of the village where he 

healed him. And in Matthew 9.18 a man knelt before Jesus and asked him to come with him and 

lay his hands on her daughter who was very sick. By the time Jesus arrived at the man’s house, 

his daughter had died; there were mourners in front of the house. Jesus, however, “went in and 

took her by the hand, and the girl arose.” (Mt. 9.25) Indeed, for God nothing is impossible. In 
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fact, it seems so simple. He takes you by the hand and he lift you up and you are healed! Can this 

happen today? It certainly can. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Heb. 

13.8 RSV 

 

What would happen after one is healed? That is a critical question. Sometimes, God hear our 

prayers and heals us, but we quickly forget that there is something we ought to do. We find the 

answer as we come back to the story of Peter’s mom in law. In verse 31, after the fever had left 

her, after she had been healed, we read “and she served them.” The text does not say specifically 

what kind of service the woman did but we can imagine that she probably went and helped 

prepare a meal and served it to Jesus and all in the house. Note that it does not say that she 

served only to him, but to them. This is important. She became a blessing to all. She expressed 

her gratitude for what the Lord had done in her life by serving others, which brings us to today’s 

theme. 

 

We are called to serve. Someone said that “Most people wish to serve God -- but in an advisory 

capacity only.”i That is when we give God ideas on how God can serve us. But that is not the 

right way of proceeding. 

 

Jesus is our role model. He himself said, “the Son of man came not to be served but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mt 20.28) He who is King of all kings and Lord of all 

lords, washed the feet of his disciples. (John 13.12) In today’s text, Jesus took the woman by the 

hand and lifted her up. We are called likewise, to help people, to lend a hand to those in need. 

We are called to serve. We need to make sure that we are serving. I heard a preacher once who 

said a combined set of words that made an impact in me. He said that he (or she) who does not 

serve, does not serve. In Spanish it sounded harsh. If you serve, you are useful; if you do not, you 

are not.  

 

Ways to serve: 

 

Many of you are serving God and the church in one way or another. Others may be thinking, 

hmm, what is it for me? God has something in mind for you. Start by separating a time in your 

busy schedule to pray and to listen to God. The Spirit is always speaking, and we only need to 

take time to listen. Go away from the telephone and the TV and into a sacred space in your 

home. God wants to talk to you. Perhaps you will feel the call to do some volunteer work 

somewhere. When you donate your good unneeded clothing to a Goodwill or alike store, you are 

serving. Do some simple acts of kindness. The other day, my wife told me someone in the 

supermarket paid some of her groceries, just all of a sudden. This was a surprise gift of service to 

her. We live under limitations of visiting people, but nothing limits you on using your phone. 

Call someone in the prayer list and offer a prayer over the telephone. A word of encouragement 

does so much for people in solitude these days. 

 

Let us open our hearts to the Spirit. He is calling you!  

 

Let us pray!  Dear God, make us instruments of your peace to our neighbors. That they may know 

about your love through our service to them. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Finally,  

Thank you for your continuous support through tithes and offerings!  We pray that the seed 

you plant in the ministry of your church will return back to you in multiple blessings. 

Do you need prayer?  Let us know about your special needs contacting us by phone, email 

or regular mail.  The Scripture says, “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask 
anything according to his will he hears us.” 1 John 5:14  

Current prayer list includes:     
 

Name Pray for  
Armed Forces men and women protection  
Betty Howard healing from a fall  
Betty Wallraven healing from a fall  
Covid patients families, medical personnel  
Dale Akers healing 

* Debi Covert healing 
* Phil Revels healing  

Family of Edward "Snapper" Thomas peace and comfort  
Jamie Alvarez peace and comfort  
Law Enforcement Officers protection  
Lillian MacNeal Recovery of hip surgery  
Lynn & Jeff Gort healing  
Mike Cornell's sister healing   
Mike Crujeras & Family recovery after surgery  
Michael MacNeal healing   
Our nation  for peace   
Pierson/Zador  special prayer for the families  
Pats Family Praying for the family  
The homeless and mental illness people  

 

Trish Speakman’s family  comfort and peace 
* Wayne Melvin recovery after surgery 
* Texans  Electric crisis recovery  

* recently added or modified 
 

 
Did we miss something? Any corrections?  
Please let us know to make sure we have it right the next time. Thank you! 

 
 


